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           ************************************************************************************************************ 

SUN FEB 27 Sunday of Meatfare.      Tone 3 

Неділя М‘ясопусна. 

Divine Liturgy. Свята Літургія…………………..............................................9:00 AM 

Apostle 1 Cor.      8:8-9:2 

Gospel  Mt.      25:31-46 
 

SAT MAR 5 No services. Служби немає.   
 

SUN MAR 6 Sunday of Cheesefare.      Tone 4 

Неділя Сиропусна.  

Divine Liturgy. Свята Літургія…………………..............................................9:00 AM 

Apostle Rom.      13:11-14:4 

Gospel  Mt.      6:14-21 
 

Forgiveness Vespers. Вечірня Прощення.......................................................12:15 PM 
 
******************************************************************************************  
СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ! СЛАВА НА ВІКИ!  GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY NOW AND EVER!  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: The regular monthly meeting will be held TODAY during "Coffee and..." 

in the parish hall.  

 

AID for UKRAINE project has been started in our parish. We will collect first aid medical kits and other 

supplies. More information will be available soon. We can and will withstand the evil that has been perpetrated 

on our homeland together.  

 

UOL NEWS: We would like to thank you all for your generous donations to St. Andrew’s Society! We are 

sending $380.00 to South Bound Brook this week. We have a lot of Easter Stuff available for purchase on the 

Tag Sale Booth. Come and check it out downstairs after church services. Thank you! 
 

SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL was especially difficult and challenging task this past week. Many thanks go to 

Peter and Helen Zeleniuk, and their friends (and friends of our parish) Louis, Paul and Carol Frac, who worked 

very hard to remove ice and snow from our property. Thank you! May God bless all of You! 

 

Cultural: Lent begins in a week! It’s time to start to write your pysanky! We have supplies and Easter Eggs 

available for purchase. 

  

Coffee and…: Just a reminder- money from coffee and.. goes to the scholarship fund. Please be generous with 

your donations! 

 

IS THERE ANYONE who would like to become a sponsor of our outdoor flags? It’s so inspiring to drive up to 

the church on Sunday morning, and see those flags proudly flying on the flagpole. It costs about $50/year for 

each (American or Ukrainian) flag to fly new every 3 months. If, you are interested to become a sponsor of 

either flag, please let Fr. Andrii know. Thank you in advance!  

  



 

 

 

 

"WHY do the Orthodox pray for the souls of the departed?" (As we will do every Saturday during this 

Great Fast) Just as we love and respect living family members, relatives and friends, so do we love and respect 

those of them who have departed this life. Our God is Love (1 Jn. 4, 8), to Whom all are alive (Lk. 20, 38) We 

express our love for our departed friends and relatives through prayer. Just as we pray for the living that the 

Grace of God may be upon them, so do we pray for the dead that they may become worthy of the grace of God.  

  Death and burial cannot sever the Christian love which united the living with those once living and now 

deceased. (1 Cor. 13, 8) We continue to love our parents even after death. We continue to express this Love for 

Them and it becomes real when we commemorate them in our prayers. We can communicate with the living 

members of the Church in both a visible, physical manner and a spiritual manner, i,e., we can talk to them and 

do things for them materially and spiritually. We can communicate with the faithful departed in a spiritual 

manner only-through prayer, in which we ask for the forgiveness of their sins and for their establishment in 

God’s Heavenly mansions. We pray for them in the spirit of love, knowing that no one will be saved otherwise 

than by the prayer of all the Church in which Christ lives, knowing and trusting that so long as the end of time 

has not arrived, all the members of the Church, both living and departed, are being continually perfected by 

mutual prayer. How can we but not pray for our deceased parents who brought us into this world, who cared for 

us in our childhood and looked after our upbringing, who fed us and clothed us? How can we not remember in 

our prayers our brothers and sisters and our friends, the companions of our life who have departed into eternity? 

How can our hearts not be possessed with the insatiable desire to pray for them as our expression of thanks, 

devotion and love? How else, if not by prayer, we express our feelings of unity and fellowship with our brethren 

and sisters in the Faith who have gone to their rest before us? 

   When we pray for either the living or the dead we use the same prayer: "Lord have mercy", to express our 

desires. We do not know what to pray for even for those with whom we live because only God knows what is 

best for our salvation, and so we say "Lord have mercy". Likewise, we do not know the needs and concerns of 

the departed, but God does and trusting in His knowledge we say, "Lord have mercy"  

Some of the confusion might occur in that most Protestant confessions teach that the judgment after death 

determines the eternal state of the soul. Not so, according to the Tradition and teaching of the Orthodox Faith. 

The particular judgment immediately after death only determines the state and "residence" of the soul in the 

spiritual world and that judgment is based on who our spiritual "friends" are. Do we have more converse with 

angels or demons? Do we devote ourselves more to the saints or to sinners? Are we attached to the world or to 

the Kingdom of God? Do we act like Satan or Christ? Whatever we are like, there we are placed in the spiritual 

world. And the demons are diligent in attempting to demonstrate that we are tied to them and not to Christ and 

so any and every unconfessed sin, no matter how seemingly small and insignificant is brought out by them as 

accusations against us and the angels on the other hand counter this accusation by a description of our righteous 

deeds which indicate our change of heart and life. But do not confuse this particular judgment and temporary 

disposition with the eternal disposition of the soul to be determined at the Last Great Judgment. Then, the soul 

being reunited with the body thanks to the general resurrection, each person will be judged by God Who sees 

within either the spark of grace or none and those who have that spark will be brought into the Kingdom of God 

and those who do not will be cast into outer darkness - finally and eternally. When we pray for the departed, we 

do so knowing that the final judgment has not yet occurred and while we don't know what the exact needs of the 

departed are, we can simply lift them up to God calling out for His mercy. 

   We must remember that God is all powerful with unlimited goodness. He is surely able to rescind the eternal 

anguish of man.  He asks for our love and our love of each other.  When we pray for each other this is an act of 

love. We know the Theotokos and the angels and all the saints are always praying for us especially when we 

join with them in our services, such as a memorial for the dead or the Divine Liturgy.   
 

 

+ + + CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS  + +  
 

Church School classes will be held immediately after Divine Liturgy today and will be dismissed at noon. 
 
Happy birthday to Cassandra who will be celebrating her birthday soon. 
 
Sincere thanks to Mary Ann Simmons for her generous donation of many craft supplies. 

May God grant Cassandra and Mary Ann MANY BLESSED YEARS!  MNOHAYA LITA! 


